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WTHOD AND BYSmi FOR ntCCCSSINQ 
AND TRANSMnriNG ELfCfRCUIIC AUCTION INFORMATION 



nACttQBQUMP PF THE mVgMTlOM 

1 . Held of the tovtntion 

The present tnvantion ratates oanerally to electronic commerce and 
more ptftlciilarly to conducting en IntorBCtive auction over an electronic 
network. 

2. Description of the Rslated Art 

Auctions usuaOy take the form of a physical gathering of bidders 
assonbled together within an auction house. Auctions presenting more 
valuable, collectible merchandise, such as ert» coins and antiques, ere 
often preceded by preparation of a catalog of merchandise, circulated to 
interested parties in advance of the gathertng et the auction house, 
where bidding by those physically present wtD take place. For auctions 
off more mundane items, such as household possessions, estate sales 
and the like, the interested bidders simply appear at the applied time 
and placa and Wd on merchandise In which they are interested. 

Traditional auctions requtrfaig a bidder's physical presence 
disadvarttageousty require that the merchandise lots up for sate be 
available at the auction venue for inspection by the bidders arKf 
cubsequent pickup by the successful bidders. For many types of 
merchandise It wouki be far easier for both buyer and seller to leeve the 
Irtventory at its original source and ship purchased Items to the 
successful bidders at the end of the auction. Moreover, physical 
auctions have the stUI further disadvantage that only one lt«n may be 
auctioned at a time. The auctioneer solicits bids from the fioor for a 
given lot. but once the hli^test bid has been accepted, the lot is dosed 
and the next tot brought forward. This sequential processing combined 
with the finite amount of time available to a gathered group is tnherentiy 
limiting because multiple lots cannot be auctioned simultaneously to the 
same group of people during their timtted period of availability. 
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Some chani^ In btddbip rsqutramems hava msda tradftionai 
aucttons aomawhat mora convenient for bidders. Many auction firms 
allow blddeia to submtt thetr bids in advance of the auction. Advance 
bidding may be done by mail aa a convenience to the bidders so that 
they do not hava to be physically present at the auction. Also, the 
advw^t of the tetophone and facsimile machine allowed bidders to submtt 
bids In near real-time during the course of an euctfon. These 
teehnolosles free the bidder from being physically prasem at the euctlon. 
thereby saving time and travel ejqsensa. To bicorporate these 
technologies Into the traditional auction fomwi, representatives of the 
auction firm receive telephone or facsimile bids from their clients and 
alert the suctionaer of these new bids, amilarty. the reprasemathres 
may relay infomiatlon about the current bid Items* such as the current 
high bid* back to the telephona bidders. 

Bidding by maU or facsimile suffers e significant disadvantage as 
compared to bidding m person or by telephone because the mailing or 
faxing bidder has no opportunity to increase a bid In quick response to 
competitive bids racehred from the floor or by telephone. Moreover, 
ahhouflh tetephona bidding allows the bidder to avoid travel expense and 
btconveniance* traditional auctions nmy be scheduled at Inconvenient 
times for many remote bidders. Also« because of the large number of 
Items or tats sold in a typical auction, which can number In the 
thousands. It is impractical for a telephone bidder to stay on the One for 
a two to eight hour period In order to be presem whan the few lots in 
which the bidder has an intefest coma up for sale. The lots in which the 
tetophona bidder is interested may be scattered throughout the lengthy 
tradhicmal auction. Time zone differences further diminish the appeal of 
telephone bidding for an International potentlat customer base. 

Aa of these limitations and disadvmages of physical auctions, 
even when telephone bidding or bidding by facslmito Is pennltted. serve 
to discourage a larga number of bidders and uWmataly leads to lower 
selBng prices to the economic dstrtment of the auctioneer and sePer. 

Bectronic auctions hald over tha Intemet using electronic man (E- 
mail) have provided e minor Innovation as compared to mora traditional 
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physical options. In E-nt^ sucttons, en auction catalog is etoctronically 
mallod to people Interested In bidding. Subsaquentty, bidders submit 
their bids on Individual lou to an auctioneer via E-mail. The auctioneer 
reads the electronic malt bids and amen them In e database of bids. 
5 When the auction doses, the auctioneer notifies the winning bidders, 
usually via electronic midl. and ships the merchsndlse to the winning 
bidders. 

There are several disadvanta^ to E-mail auctions. Rrst. e human 
10 auctiorwar Is required to prepare the auctton catalog and to read and 
process the electronic mail bids. This takes s oonsldarable amount of 
effort In a large ajctlon. Secondly, It is difficult to kaep the bidders 
updated as to the currant high bids on the various Items. Electronic msD 
on most large public networks, such as the Internet. Is lower priority 
1 5 traffic than most, meaning It can tsks several hours for bids to reach the 
auctioneer and for bidding updates to reach the btddera. Thirdly, as the 
auction closing draws near, the volume of bids may prohibit the 
auctioneer from sending out tilgh bid tnformatlon to the bidders because 
of the time involved In reading the elactronic malt bids arul In entering 
20 them into the bid database. 

A recent innovation applied to E-mail auctions Is the use of the 
Internet's World Wide Web (WWW) fadUty to post descriptions of the 
merchandise and show the current high bMs. This innovation provldas 

26 the advantage of eliminating the need to electronlcaOy mail bidding 

updates to bidders. And since WWW traffic is much higher priority on 
the Internet, bidders suffer less of a time lag In seeing updated Web 
peges. However, a human auctioneer Is still involved end is required to 
manually process the electronic mail bids, enter them Into the bid 

30 database, and to update the World Wide Web pages with current high 
bid information. 

Sales firms other than auction houses have also used the 
Imemef a World Wide Web facility to post dascrtptions of their 
35 merchandise and to offer the merchandise for sale at a set price. These 
syttents are automated and are capable of accepting an order from a 
Guatomar by having that customer fill out an online order form. TMs 
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phiraUty of cuttemert conneetad to a cantrai computar of a computer 
network and various means for conducting simple sale transactions 
where a buyer purchases an Item at the stated price. As . group, these 
P«ent. do not dl.clo«i the means for conducting electronic aucSons or 
any sales format other than a simple or -straighf sale. 

One particular U.S. patent. No. 4.789.928. discloses a means for 
soUdtlng bids over an electronic network from bidders that are remote to 
the site of a th/e auction. This system records bids from remote bidders 
and simultaneously transmiu the current high bid from the floor of the 
physical auction to the temilnals of the remote bidders. However, this 
(wtant does not disdosa or suggest the concept of an electronically 
conducted auction including a means for automatically dosing the 
auction under certain conditions and without benefit of a Ih/e human 
auctioneer. Furthemrwre. this patent fails to disdose or suggest e means 
for auctioning a plurality of Items simultaneoushr; rather, the dlsdosed 
system la strictly tied to the sequential proceedings of e physical 
auction. Rnally. this system contemplates only e simple -highest bidder- 
auction where a single lot goes tu an indhridual high bidder. This system 
cannot handle a lot available for auction whidi indudes a plurality of 
Items and where a plurality of winning bidden suffidem to matdi the 
plurality of auctioned Items exists. 



In the third group of patents related to electronic commerce, 
patents relating to securities trading. U.S. Patents Nos. 4,412.28?' 
entitled Automated Stodc Exdiange. and B.077,665 ei^'led Distributed 
Matdiing System, disdose means for prospective buyeni to post offers 
to buy e given security at a specific price and for prospecthw sellers to 
post offara to sell a given security at a specific price. These automated 
systems mdntain lists of buy and sell orders. If an offer to buy a 
security Is placed at a price greater than or equal to an existing offer to 
sell that security at a gNen price, these systems will automattcaUy 
conaummate the trade by matching the buyer with the seller. Whilethe 
securities Industry uses, and these patents disdose. such terms as 
35 -auction- and -bid-, they are actually referring to the process of 

matching a set of buyers' bids with east of sellen' prices. Thmlsno 
suction m the tnje swise of a plurality of bidders aimultaneoudy bidding 
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In a manner accessible to all bidders and sellers In order to ecMeve a high 
selling price. In factt these patented systems do not fnduda disclosure 
of the Bst of open buy or sell orders, thus depriving the seller of the 
ability to openly solicit the highest price for securities. Instead, the 
5 market price of eecurltles sold through these automated systems 

fluctuates up and down based upon the last successful mstch betwMn 
an open buy order and an open sell order when both the buyer and seller 
have pieced orders st compatibis prices. There Is no ability In much 
systems to conduct truly competitive and open bidding. 

10 

The present Invention overcomes the above-listed drawbacks of 
the background art by providing a method and system for conducting 
auctions and mark down sates of merchandise over a computer networic 
without the aid of a human auctioneer. The system Is open to bidders 

15 enywhere In the worfd. leading to increesed bid activity. Complete and 
thorough descriptions of ell offered merchandise may be placed on-One, 
since the costs associated with printing auction catalogs are minimized in 
an electronic medium. An euetlon within the Inventive aystem may be 
conducted over e period of time, mitigating the problems of Inconvenient 

20 scheduling and time zone differences. A variety of auction formats can 
be employed within the invanthre system depending on the type of 
merchandise being sold. And finally* the method and system of the 
present Invention can be conducted eutomaticaily without the need for a 
human auctiormr, thereby allowing for a targe number of Items to be 

25 continuously auctioned. 

fiWMMARY OF TWE IWVBmOH 

To address the shortcomings of the background art, the present 
invention provides. In a computer network enabling communication 

30 between e host computer and a pturallty of remote bidders, e system 
end method for transmitting and processing auction information 
imptemented as a computer program within the host and network, 
comprising posting means for posting Information across the network, 
the information being descriptive of a lot avaltable for purchese, bidding 

35 means avallablo to the bidders for submitting a pluraltty of bids across 

the networti in reaponse to the Information, reoehring meana for receiving 
a pluraltty of bids sent across the networic by the phjrallty of bidders. 

6 
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and cstegorlilno means for automatically catsgortzlng the bids as 
successful or unsuccessful. 
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To further address these chaUenges. ttie present Invention 
provides. In a computer network enabling communication between a 
host computer and a pluralltv of remote bidders, a system and method 
for trensmJtti and processing miction Information implemented as a 
computer progrem within the host and network, comprising posting 
means for posting information ecross the network, the information being 
descriptive of e lot avellable for purchase, bidding means available to the 
biddem for submitting e pturelity of bids across the network tn response 
to the Infomrmtlon, receiving means for mcelving a pluraBty of bids sent 
across the network by the pluraltty of bidders, and categorizing means 
for autommtcaliy categorizing the bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

The present invention further provides, in e computer network 
enabling communication between a host computer and a pkiraiity of 
remote customers, an euction Information transmission and processing 
system imptemented as a computer progrmn wHhbi the host and 

20 network, comprising, a merchandise database connected In 

communication with the host for storing merchondlse Information, the 
merchandise infonnatlon being descriptive of e lot available for purchase 
by a customer, e bid database In communication with the host for 
storing bid Infonnatlon, the bid Information being descriptive of a bid 

25 received from one of the remote customers, an auction manager 

Implemented m the server and tn communication with the databases, an 
electronic mail messenger in communication with the auction manager 
end tiie bid database, e bid veOdator, including means for receiving bids 
from the customers, connected to the auction manager and in 

30 communication with the bid database, wherein the auction manager 

Induces a customer to bid across the network on e lot of merchandise by 
posting a descriptive merchandise catalog page containing data from the 
merchandise database, the customer views across the network tin 
catalog page and sends e bid to the M validator across the network, the 

36 bid validator detenninss whether the bid Is vaUd, the bid database stores 
the bid. the auction manager detemilnes whether the bid Is successful 
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and the electronic mail messanoar notifies the cuatomar whether the 
cuatomar'a bid was determined to be aucceatful by the bW maneear. 

To atlH further address the shortcomings of the backoround art, 
the present Invention provi<tes. In a computer network enabling 
communication between a host computer and a plurality of remote 
bidders, e method of transmlttinB and processing auction Information 
implemanted as a computer program within the host and network* 
comprising posting Information across the network, the Information 
being deacriptive of a lot available for purchase, submitting a plurality of 
bids across the network In response to the Information, recehrlng the 
plurality of bids sent across the network by the plurality of bidders, and 
automatically categorizing the bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

A primary advantage of this system is that It results in greater 
prices for merchants as welt as broader distribution of their products. By 
incorporating an auction format which Is available to a wide audience via 
electronic means, the inventive system and method results In inofo 
bidders, greater demand, and hence higher prices for the seller. And 
because this electronic system leachaa a geographically diverse 
audience, merchants' product Unas become visible in areas where their 
products are not normally distributed or advertised, resulting in Increased 
sales volume without increased marketing expense. Asthenetworic 
grows, business grows. Furthennore, the electronic auction system Is 
automatic and does not require e human auctioneer, thereby allowing 
many indhridual items to be auctioned durbig the same time period and 
providing a decrease in costs associated with running an auction. 
Indeed, It would not be possible to operate an equivalent twenty-four 
hour per day, seven day per week auction with potentially hundreds or 
even thousands of indhridual Items and millions of potential bidders 
without such an inventive electronic auction method and system. 

BRIEF PgSCimmOM OP THg PftAWnyftft 

The aforententioned advamagaa of the invention, as well as 
additional advantages thereof, wfll be more fully understood es a result 
of a detailed description of e preferred embodiment when taken in 
con|unctlon with the accompanying drawings In which: 
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implamentino th. .v««m and nmhed of th. p^wrn invention. 

8 "^vta'tootronlc auction on th.h«omef. world Wide Wrtj 
HQ. 3 depicts a bid form for biddlne on an auction tom; 

10 embodlllt 22'°* '^T " "^'^ - Prof^red 

iw emoodiment of the present tnvemton; 

na B i. a flowchart illunrating the bid validator and ito method of 



operation; 
method of operation; 



operatton; 



no. 7 i, a flowchart Uiuetratlno the bid manajer and It. m«hod of 



It. mJ!I°H " "T*^ "««««8" "n- 

TO method of operatton; 



26 to "!;7''^*'""''«^8'^«"-»«'»"«ionfom««and 
2D Its nmhod of operation; 

IPIG. 10 la a flowchan aumrating the Dutch auction fornm and It. 
method of operation; 



RG, 1 1 Is a flowchart Illustrating the progressive auction format 
and its niethod of operation; 

J?®: ^ " "lu«ratlnfl the buy or bid sate format and Its 

method of operation; 

FIQ. 13 is a flowchart illustrating bid Quanttty determlnmlon mid 
Its method of operation; and 
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FIG. 14 la a flowchan Ittustrattng the marlcdown price edjustment 
feature of the pretent Invention and Its method of operetlon. 

PFTAILgP DgfiCSWPTIQM OF A WIEFgRHgP gMBOPtMCMT 

5 An inventive method and system la disclosed for conducting a 

multl-bldder* Interactive auction without using a human auctioneer to 
conduct the euctlon. Preferably implemented In software, the electronic 
auction system allows e group of bidders to interacthrely place bids over 
a computer or communications network^ automatically records the bids, 
10 updates the bidders with the current miction status Information, doses 
the auction from further bidding when appropriate, and notifies the 
winning bidder or bidders and loser or losers as to the auction outcome. 

The inventhfe system Includes a database for maintaining 
1 5 descriptions of the merchandise for euctlon, the bids, and other relevant 
information in a commercially available database system. Database 
searches are preferably performed periodically to check for new Items to 
be made visible to potential bidders. Such periodic searching allows an 
Indh/ldual charged with maintaining this eystem to load relevant 
20 Information Into the database at his or her leisure. Once the database Is 
loaded with infomnation about the Item and the Item is scheduled for 
presentation to potential bidders, the system takes the merchandise 
Information and creates a human readable catalog page for a viewing 
over a public network such as the tntemet's World Wide Web. Bidders 
25 are then able to view the new item for auction and to place their bids. 
These catalog pages preferably contain the currem high bid, bid 
increment, quantity av^ble, merchandise description, and picture of the 
ttem. 

30 Upon accessing a public network and seeing an Item's catalog 

page, the bidder may press a button on the catalog page or take some 
similar action which causes a bid form to be displayed on the screen. 
The bidder then enters the information necessary to place e bid, such as 
their name and address, bid amount, payment Information, etc., and then 

36 presses a bid mbmission button, or takes a similar action which sends 
the bid to the system. 
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customers are presented w»th a series of descrtntlve merchandise catalog 
pases through which they may navtoate to find Items (lou) of Interest. 
Upon finding e tot of imerest. customers may cHck a button on screen to 
display a form for placing a bid on the lot. After submitting this bid. the 
electronic auction system records the bid end updates the lot's 
merchandise catalog page to show the current high bid or bids and to 
whom such bids are attributable. When the auction is closed, after a 
period of no bidding activity, at a predetermined tiiro. or when a desired 
sales volume is reached, the electronic auction system notifies the 
winning and losing bidders by electronic mail and posts a list of the 
winning hidders on the ckised lot's merchandise catalog page. 

The present invention is preferably implemented as e computer 
program 248 running on a central server host computer 250, shown in 
FIG. 1, attached to e wide area network 276 accessible by many 
potential customers through remote terminals 210. A preferred network 
for tmplememlng the present invention is the Internet which is accessible 
by a significam percemege of the world populetion, although the 
network may elso be a local area or limited area eccesstble network. 
Potential customera ere presemed at screen 280 with merchandise 
catalog pages, such as the one shown in HQ. 2. generated by 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 shown in FtQ. 4. Each 
merchandise catalog page includes several acdon buttons S that allow 
the customer to move from catalog page to catalog page and to place 
bids using keyboard 240 and pointing device 260. The user may call up 
an index of available merchandise by pressing button 7 or may return to 
a central home page by pressing button 9. 

By pressing bid button 1 In nG. 2. the customer is presemed with 
a bid form such as the one shown in HQ. 3. The customer fills out the 
required information In the bid form and presses *Ptac8 Bid' button 2 to 
send the bid to the electronic auction system for processing. Other 
equtvatent means submitting a bid could be used, as understood by 
those skilled In the art to which the presem invention penains. 

RQ. 4 Dtustrates a high toval block diagram of the electronic 
auction system of the present invention. As shown, information from 



12 



M form 20 it rroeK-Mi by the •lectranlc auction system where It is 
processed by bid validstar 21. Bid veUdaior 21 exsmJnes the bid 
information entered by the customer on bid form 20 to ensure that the 
bid is properhr formatted, ^ necessary data is present, and the data 
values entered look crecfible. Exwnetafy functions of bid validator 21 
include verifying credit card information entered by the customer, 
checking that a complete name and shtpping address has been entered, 
that the proper state abbreviation and zip code heve been entered, that 
an approprtete bid emoum has been emered, and that a telephone or 
fecsimUe number has been entered. Once the bid Information has been 
validated, the bid vafldator 21 places the bid In bid database 31. 

Auction manager 26 preferably frequently queries the bid database 
31 to see If any new bids have been placed. If new bids ere found 
during the query, then auction manager 26 calculates the currem high 
bidder or biddara and instructs merchaniiise catalog page generator 26 to 
regenerate a catalog page with th- dated bid Information, 

Auction manager 26 Is also responsible for opening end dosing 
auctiona. This entails making merchandise lou available for bidding by 
customers and disabling their associated buy or bid features on the 
merchar*dise pages that have been posted to potential blddera but have 
closed. When auction manager 26 determines that e new lot should be 
opened for bidding or en available lot should be closed, it instructs 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 to create or update the 
merchandise catalog pagas for the appropriate lots. 

Etectronic mail messenger 27 frequemty queries bid database 31 
for bids recently marked by euctton manager 26 as having been outbid or 
as having won an item in B recently doeed auction. If such bids era 
found, the electronic maO messenger 27 formats an appropriate 
electronic mafl notification message 24 and sends this message to the 
customer. Many customers read their electronie mafl throughout the 
day, making this a cenvenlem mechanism for keeping them informed 
about the status of merdtandisa on which they m acdvety bidding. 
Bidders may reply to an electronie maQ n o ti f ic a tio n message 24 mformlng 
them that they have been outbid by tnduding an increased bid amount In 
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the repty message. An electronle mafl bid 22 sent In reply to the 
notification is received by the electronic auction system and processed 
by bid validator 21 as described above. 

RQ. 6 Dtustrstes In detsQ the procedure of bid validation as 
accomplished by bid vaDdator 21 shown in HG. 4. A bid Is received by 
bid validator 21 and the customer is looked up at step 41 in customer 
database 28. If no customer record exists for the customer thm a new 
customer record is created 42 and placed In customer database 28. 
Rom there, the bid Information Is vaftdated 43 as prevtously dascrfbed. 
If the bid data Includes one or more errors, then an error massage Is 
returned 44 to the bidder, preferably In the form of a weD-f ormatted 
page posted across the networic. Itemizing the errors found In the bid. If 
the bid Is vaUd. as found in step 43, then the bid is placed 46 in bid 
databasft 31. 

HQ. 6 provides a dataOed Btustratlon of the procedures carried out 
by auction manager 26. Auction manager 26 Is preferably a 
continuously running system, that begins by getting the current time as 
at step 61 . It then cheeks to see If any new Items for sale are to be 
opened by examining the merchandise database to see ff any new 
marchandisa items are scheduled to be made available for bidding by 
customers at or before the currem time. Operator 300, or some 
automated substitute, may upload merchandise and scheduling 
Information to the database, as shown in HG. 1. If new merchandise 
Items are scheduled for posting, these Items are opened for bidding 52. 
The auction manager then examines the merchandise database to sea W 
«iy marchandisa Items are scheduled to be closed from customer 
biding. If so, these Items are closed from bidding 63. Aucttim manager 
26 then examines the merchandise database to see If any merchandise 
Items posted with a prfca markdown feature are scheduled to have their 
prices adjusted. If so, the prices of these Items are acQuatad 64 In 
accordance with the psrtkular Item's price adjustment paFBmeters. Such 
parameters may include bidding activity over time, emount of bids 
racaivad, and nuiTiber of Items bid for. Auction manager 26 than 
updates 56 the bid list for open Items by recalculating the current high 
bidder list and regenerating the merchandise catalog pages 66 to reflect 
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thm naw bids. Thtt ttep It mora fuOy described below with refoffs nc o 
to RG. 7. 

FIG. 7 Illustrates the procedures carried out by the bid manager in 
updating the bid list for open Items 65 as shown in RQ. 6. The bid 
manaeer begins by cheddng 61 if ttiere are more mer^ndlse hems to 
be processed. If such Items are found, the bid manager selecta 62 a 
merchandise item to process and ouerias 64 the bid database for Uds for 
this item. These bids ere sorted 65 using e variety of different priority 
renlcing echemes depending upon the auction method end system used 
for the particular merchandise Item, as described In mora detail below. 
Then, the bids are marked 66 as either successful or unsuccessful 
depending upon the bid price of the respective bids and the quantity of 
the item being bid on relative to the iiuantlty of the hem being 
euctioned. In a preferred embodiment e quantity of an Item may be put 
up for auction, end individual bidders mey bid on eny quantity of the 
Item desired, up to the quantity of the Item being auctioned. 

The bid manager then checka 67 to see If there era any active 
proxy bids marked as unsuccessful. A proxy bid is a special bid type 
that allows auction manager 26 to automatically bid on the bidder's 
behalf up to a limited emount estabUshed by the bidder when his or her 
Initial bid is plaoed. The auction manager wUI Increase the bid es 
necessary up to the Dmtt amount. This feature allows the customer to 
get the lowest possible price without exceeding a limit preferably 
establtshed when the bid Is entered. If there are eetlve proxy bids 
marked as unsuccessful, then the bid manager Increments 69 the proxy 
Uds by e preset bid Increment. This procedure of sorting 69 msrfcing 66 
bids and incrementing 69 the proxy bids es required continues untQ 
either there ere no additional proxy bids marked as unsuccessful or the 
proxy Omits have been reached on the proxy bids. At this point, bid 
database 31 Is updated 68 wvlth the marked bids. This process Is then 
repeated for each merchandise lot open at the current time for bidding 
by customers. 

HQ. 8 Qtustrat^ the procedures carried out by electronic mail 
messangef 27 which notifies bidden whan they have been outbid. 
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raoord»d 117. The MInWIn price ta tha pries above which a new biditer 
must bid in order to be succeMful in the Dutch Auction fomrnt were the 
auction to dose at that moment. The MlnWln price ts. in general, the bid 
price of the lowest bid that Is marked as successful. After recording the 
5 MinWin price at step 117. where there are still bids remaining to be 
marked, as determined at step 97. the next highest bM Is selected 88 
and the steps of FIQ. 10 ere repeated. 

The elactronic auction system of the present invention else 

10 Indudea a 'Progressive Auction* format, wherein the electronic auction 
system awards the merchandise to the top bidders based on price bid. 
As with the Dutch Auction format, tha highest price bids are awarded 
the merchandise up to the quantity available of tha Item being auctioned. 
However, unlike the Dutch Auction format, tha system awards the 

1 6 merchandise to the successful bidders at different prices depending on 
the quantity bid. In a prafarred embodiment, a successful bidder for a 
single unit of an Item ts awarded the Item at the price of the lowest 
successful bid for a single unit of the iMm. A successful bidder for a 
higher quantity of the same ham Is awarded the Kern at tha price of the 

20 lowest successful bid at that quarrtlty or any tower quantity. For 

example* a successful bidder for a quantity of five would pay the lowest 
price for any successful bU for quantity one through five of the hem. 
The price paid for a given quantity Is termed the *MlnWin* price for that 
quantity. The Progressive Auction format ensures that successful 

26 bidders for a quantity of an Item pay the lowest price paid by any other 
successful bidder at that quantity level or below. Use of this format 
leads to lower prices for those who successfully bid on larger quantities 
of an item, provides an Impetus for volume buying, and therefore leads 
to greater sales voluine. 

30 

FIG. 1 1 illustrates the Progressive Auction format, wherein bid 
manager 55 shown In RG. 6 detarmlnas which bids to mark as 
succasaful or unsuccessful 66 as shown in FIG. 7. Bid manager 55 
begins by sorting 131 tha bids by amount of the bid. If there are bids 
35 remaining to be processed, as determined at step 87. the highest bid Is 
selected 98 to be checked. If the bid ts determined to be below the 
minimum bid aOowed for the particular merchandise Item at step S3, the 
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bid i« marked u uniuccassfful 89. If not* the bid Is checked et step 94 
to see If the bid quenrtty can be satisfied. If not. then the bid Is marked 
99 es unsuccessful. If the bid qusmtty Is checked and found to be 
satisfied at step 94, then the bid is marked as successful 95 and the 
Item quantity remainino is decremented 96 by the bid quantity. The 
MInVWn price Is then recorded 137. The MInWIn price ia the price above 
which a new bidder must bid In order to be successful In the Progresshm 
Auctiim format were the auction to dose at that moment. The MinWin 
price U. In general, the bid price of the lowest bid at the current bid 
quantity or lower that is msrked es successful. After recording the 
MinWIn price 137, if there are atiO bids remaining to be marked, the next 
highest bid Is ralected 98 and the steps of FIG. 1 1 are repeated. 

The electronic auction system also includes a 'Buy Or Sd* format 
wherein the electronic auction aystem awards merchandise to bidders 
who place bids at or above a posted selling price. The Item remains for 
sale until the available quantity Is purchased. Bids that ere below the 
posted selling price are maintained In reserve by the system, if a certain 
sales volume is not achieved Jn e specified period of time, the electronic 
miction system eutomatlcathf reduces the price by e predetermined 
emount or e predetermined percentage of the price and updates the 
merchandise catalog page eccordingty. The lower price may be at or 
below some of the bids etrsady in the bid database. H such bids are 
presem. they are then converted to orders and the quantity avaOable Is 
reduced accordingly. SimUariy. If a certetn ssles volume is exceeded in a 
specified period of time, the electronic auction system automatically 
increeses the price by a sat amount or by a set percentage ot the price 
and updates the nrarcharaSse page eccordlngly. These automatic price 
changes allow the seller to respond quickly to market conditiona whUe 
keeping the price of the merchandise as high as possible to the sellers 
benefit. 



35 



FIG. 12 iUustrates the Buy Or Bid format whereby bid manager 55. 
as shown in FIG. 6. determines which bids to mark as successful or 
unsuccessful 66. as shown In FIG. 7. Bid manager 66 begins by sorting 
151 the bids by amount. If there are bids remaining to be processed, es 
determined at step 87, the highest bid Is selected 98 to be checked. If 
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the bid 18 below the current price of the merchandise Item, ea determined 
Bt 93, then the bid is marked 89 unsuccessful. »f the bid is not below 
the current price, as determined at 93, then the bid is checked 94 to aee 
If the bid quamttv can be satisfied. If not. the Wd Is marked as 
unsuccuaful 99. If the bid quanttty can be sstlsfied. then the bid is 
convened into an order 1 55 at the current price of the Item and the 
item's quantity remaining Is decremented 96. The bids remaining to be 
proceaaed, as detemiined at 97, are than checked and the steps of RG. 
1 1 ere repeated. From time to time, the current price of the 
merchandise item may be raised or lowmd either by manual input from 
an operator 300 as shown in FIG. 1 or by automatiealty usinp the 
-markdown* feature described below wHH reference to RG. 14. 

RG. 13 iiiustrates In more detail the step of determining if the bid 
(pjantity can be aatisfied 94. If the bid quantity ia determined to be less 
than the availabte quantity of the merchandise item at step 171. then the 
teat is found aatisfied at step 174. If not, then the bid is checked at 172 
to see If the bidder b wSnng to accept a reduced quantity. Preferably, 
when placing a bid, the bidder indicates Its wflllngness to sccept e partial 
quantity in the event that an insuffldant quantity of the item is available 
to satiafy the bid if successful. If the bidder Is found wiDing to eccept e 
reAicod quantity at 172, then the test is found satisfied at 174. If not, 
the test feils at 173 and the bid la marired as unsuccessful at, for 
exemple, 99 in RG. 9. 



The electronic euction system also includes a ■mariidown'^ feature, 
wherein the electronic auction system of the piesem invention ewwds 
merchandise to buyere who ptoce ordere at the currently posted setHng 
price. The item remains on sale untD tfte avaOable qumtty is purchased. 
If a certain sales volume Is not echlaved in espedfled period of time, the 
electronic auction system automaticaity reduces the price by a sat 
amount or a set percentage and updatea the merchandise catalog page 
accordingly. Thb kiwer price encourages buyere to take advantage of 
the new price. If a certain sales volume Is exceeded in e specified period 
of time, the electronic auction system automatically incraasea the price 
by a set amount or a sat percentage and updates the marchandlsB page 
•ccortogiy. These automatic price changes eUow tiw system to 
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respond to marktt contfttona white keeping the prices of the 
merchandise as high as possible to the seller's benefit. 

RG. 14 Qhistrates the Maricdown price edjustment feature 
5 whereby auction manager 26, as shown in RG. 4, perlodlcotly adiusts 64 
the sales prices or minimum bid prices* of the merchandise Items 
eccordlng to e predetermined schedule es shewn In RG. 8. If more 
merchandise Items are found in the merchandise database at 181, a 
marchandise Item la selected 183 for Markdown. If e hterkdown event 

10 has occurred for the Item, as determined et 184. the Item's price is 
edjusted 186 eccordlng to the schedule preset for the Individual Item. 
Attematlvety, the adjustment could be ralattve to prices offarad for the 
merchandise. The merchandise Item Is then updated 188 in the database 
with the new sale price or mtnlntum bid price. The steps of RQ. 14 are 

18 then repeated for each successive merchandise Item In the merchandise 
database. 

The electronic auction ayttem of ttte present invention preferably 
Indudea a *Proxy Bidding' feature that may be epplied to any of the 

20 auction formats described above. FIG. 7 fully describes euetton manager 
26 Including the Proxy Bidding feature. When Proxy Bidding is 
employed, a bidder places a bid for the maximum amount they are 
wtmng to pay, The electronic auction system, however, only displays 
the emount necessary to win the Item up to the emount of the currently 

28 high proxy bids of other bidders. Typiceily, the currently high bids 
display an amount that is one bidding Increment above the second 
highest bid or bids, although a percentege ebove the second highest bids 
may be used as well. When a new bidder places e bid that is above e 
currently displayed high bid, the proxy feature will. In general, causa the 

30 currently high bid to move up to en amount higher than the new Ud, up 
to the maximum amount of the currently high bidder's proxy bid. Once a 
new bidder places a bid In excess of the currantly high bidder's proxy 
bid, the new bid becomes the current Mgh bid and the provtous high bid 
becomes the second highest bid. TWi feature allows bWders to 

38 pwtidpate In the electronic auction without reveeltng to the other 

bidders the extern to which they are wQUng to Increase their bids, while 
maintaining control of their maximum bid without dosely monitoring the 
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hv the invamlve .Vttem. Th, lenur. QUB«nt«. proxy biddw* th. 
lowMt pMrtW* Prtee up to a ipacHtod maximum without loqulrlng 
fmquent Inquiries a» to the naia «t th« bidding. 

one eUllod In the an to which the P»«wm Inveirtkm peitelns »«l 
«eoonlio th« e v»letv of dlfl«em euetlon fonn«s may be infl^ 

^r2Stontotho«d«««»dabo«i. 

that the electronic .y«em of the pr-eent Immmlon c«, 

,™,lov a -Hoaong Qoelno -nme- taatu« whe«bv the •u«tontof a 

tt«n I. «rtom«lc-ly doMd If no new bid. «r^ 
apfBdttenrtnedtlmalntwval. Thli feituM would tvplonvbe 
lmW«med in a manner -mil* to that used to ck». 

„ahownat«tBpS3lnFIG.6. This feaium foreoa the Wddlfto 
S^,;" ^:: wm,.n^ sorter emoum Of time than v^^ 
SnSLr«> bec«« bldd«. a,, aware that the Item wra auton^ 

cTorrnTnew bW. have l«n reeah-d m a timely "^mer Thua 

h-ve «. incemlve to «.y *. bidding p««« « -«M 

^ZZ of an ttam befo« maximum, and mo« pot««laHy wmnlng, bids 

to b. -ictloned durm, . perW of tim. -nc. 
^bidding «»M.y ee««; the blddU« period I. n« protn^^^ 

!^ length a. Is the caw when an Item elcees at a p.e«« date and 

:ri.:C!::. CU-Ing TVne feature Of the pre-nt 

!Z^o»»d either in conluncdon with or independent of » ftad elo-ng 

Zirtn When -nptoyed In eonjuncdon with a fb-d do^ 

1 auction doaed .Hher wh«, the p«a. fh«d t."»P«^ »« 
ZSu. the Item or When no b-dlng 

^thnelm-ival. TO. for-, the bidding to «««-t.^ 
toTow the bWdlng ectlvlty become, artlfldally Pfot^ 

A g««al de«»ip«lon the p««m invontion - wril ^ 

p^'^Zllmem «f the ptosem lm«mtl«^^ 
?Z3dlled inthe art to wWch the p«sem b««ntton pertal«^ 

„^ «L hTrtto to practice addWontf vartrton. h the mMhod. 
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chooM. Winning bid. Mcortino to mormary amount Included In the bid 
pniferenee for bide may ateo be detennlned aocordlnQ to time of 
Bubmittlon, quantity of merchandiM bid for, total bid value, or some 
other combination of these characteristics. Accordinfliy, all such 
modfficmlons and additions are deemed to be wlthm the scope of the 
invention which Is to be limited only by the datms appended hereto 
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Whst la Gtstonsd ts* 

1. In • Gomputor nemerfc An^no communteatlon bctwMn • 

5 hogt computer and a pktraUty of rtmoto Wddtra, an auction Information 
tmsmlBslon and proeaaatno tyatam Implamantad aa a eomputar prooram 
wimtn aald hoat and natworfc. aaid ayatam c o w prlln g; 

poating maana for poattng Inf orm ati on acroaa aald natworfc, aaW 
information baing datcrtptiva of a tot avaOabla for purefiaaa; 
10 bidding maana avallabla to aaM biddara for aubmltttng a pluraDty of 

bida oeroaa aaW natwork In raaponaa to aald Inforniadon; 

reoahHng maana for rac^vtng a pturtflty of bids am aeroas aaid 
network by aald phirettty of blditora; and 

catagortzing meana for automatically categorizing aald bIda aa 
15 auceaaaful or unauccaaaful. 

2. The ayatam of datm 1 wrtiaraln aald poating maana Indudaa a 
march and la a catalog page generator* 

20 3. Tne ayacem of dalm 1 wherein aald receiving maana indudaa a 

bW etorage databaae* 

4. The ayatam of datm 1 wharatn aald ca te go r um g maana 
Indudaa maana for Inaw nanta By biemaslng an unauccaaaful bid In 
26 laaponae to a auceaaaful btd< 

B. The eyatam of dalm 1 further comprising notifying maana for 
automstlcaily no ti fying aaeh one of aald biddara of the category of their 

ao 

0. The ayatam of dalm B wherein aald notifying maana Imkidaa 
maana fof automatlcaDy gwiaratlng alecuuiilc mail maaaagea. 

7. The ayatam of dalm B wherein aald notifying maana Indudaa 
3B maana for Mudlng a Ust of auccaatfUl bUa with aald daacrtptKre 
iniorniauon. 
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8. The •vram of dalm 6 wherein said notlfytno mean. Indudes 
means for including a list of unsuccessful bids wtrh said descrlDttve 
Infonnatlon. 

9. The avstem of claim S wtorein said nottfyino means Includes 
means for Indudlng a list of successful and unsuccessful bids with said 
descflptlva Information. 

10. TDa system of daim 6 wherein said notifying means Includes 
means for accessing said Information and Including at laast a portion of 
said Infonnatlon In a message to a bidder. 

11. The system of claim 1 further comprising bid validation means 
for validating the authmtidty of each one of said bids. 

12. The system of dalm 1 wherein said categorizing means 
includes means for comparing a first bid to a second bid and determining 
which of aald first and second bids represents a greater monetary value. 

13. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
indudea means for comparing the monetary vahia of each of said bids to 
a minimum bid. 

14. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
Includes means for determining whether a first one of said bids is lower 
than a minimum bld« and if so, labeling said first bid as unsuccessful. 

IB. The system of dalm 1 wherein said categorizing means 
Indudes means for comparing a first time of submission of a first bid to 
a second time of submission of a second bid. 

16. The ayatem of dalm l whersln said categorizing means 
Indudas means for comparing a firat quantity of merchandise in a firat 
bW to a second quantity of merchandise in a second bid. 

17. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorfzbig means 
inckJdos means for comparbtg a firai total value of a fim bM to a second 
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total valu« of ■ lecond bid. whertln uld first total value is comprised of 
a first merchandise quantity multiplied by a first price and said second 
total value is comprised of a second merchandise quantity multiplied by a 
second price. 

5 

18. In a computer networlt enabling communication between a 
host computer and a pturality of remote customers, an suction 
Information transmission and processing system implemented as a 
computer program within said host snd network, said system 

1 0 comprising: 

a merchandise database connected in communication with said 
host for storing merchandise infomiatlon, said merchandise information 
being descriptive of e lot available for purchese by e customer; 

a bid database in comrrHjnicatlon with said host for storing bid 
1 5 information, said bid information being descripth^e of e bid received from 
one of said rsmote customers; 

an auction manager Implemented in said server and in 
communication with said databases; 

an electronic man messenger In communication with said auction 
20 manager and said bid database; 

a bid validator, including means for receiving bids from seld 
customers, connected to said auction manager and In communication 
with said bid database; 

wtiareln said auction manager induces s customer to bid across 
2S said network on e lot of merchendlse by posting e descriptive 

merchandise catalog page containing data from said merchandise 
database, said customer views across said network seid catalog page 
end sends a bid to said bid vafldator across said network, said bid 
validator determines whether said bid Is valid, said bid database stores 
30 said Wd, seid auction manager datarmines whether sakl bid is successful, 
and said electronic mail massengar notifies said customer whether said 
customer's bid was determined to be successful by said bkl manager. 

19. The system of datm 18 wherein said auction manner 
36 Includes: 

means for opening a tot to bidding by seid customers acrors 
saM network at a predetermined time; 
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maant for automatlcalty dosing said lot from Udding in 
response to bldcfing sctlvfty for said lot. 

20. The system of cteim 18 wfwreln ssfd auction manager 
includes: 

means for adjusting said Information comalned In said 
merchandise database. 

21 . The system of daim 18 wherein said adSusted Information Is a 
minimum price set for said lot. 

22. In a computer network enabOng communication between a 
host computer and a plurality of remote uidders, a method of 
transmitting and processing auction Information Implemented as a 
computer progrem within seld host end network^ said method comprising 
the steps of: 

posting information across said network, said Information being 
descriptive of a lot available for purchase; 

submitting s plurality of bids across said network In response to 
said Information; 

receh^tng seld plurality of bids sem across said network by said 
pluraaty of bidders; and 

automatically categorizing seld bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

23. The method of daim 22 wherein said posting step Includes 
generation of a merchandise catalog page. 

24. The method of delm 22 wherein said recehring step indudes 
storing seld trids in e bid storage database. 

26. The method of dafan 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step Includes incrementetly tncrsaslng an unsuccessful bid In 
response to e successful bid. 



26. The method of datm 22 further compri^ automattcally 
notifying each one of said bidders of the category of their respective 
bids. 
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27. The mnhod of Claim 26 wtwrein said outommlcany notifying 
step indudes otnarattng electronic mafl messagea. 

28. The nwtftod of dalm 26 wherein Mid automatically notifying 
6 step inehjdea Including a Uat of suecesslUI bids with raid deserfpthm 

infofmatlon* 

29. TIte ntathod of daim 26 wherein said automatlcaOy notifying 
step Includes including a list of unsuccessful bids with said descriptive 

10 information. 

30. The mathod of datm 26 wherein said automadc&Dy notifying 
step indudea including a list of successful and unsuccessful bids with 
said descriptive information. 

15 

31 The method of dalm 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step includes accessing 9M Infomiation and indiiding at least a portion 
of said Information In a message to a bidder. 

20 32. The method of datm 22 further comprising vaDdattng the 

euthentidty of ssid bids. 

33. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes comparing a first bid to a second bid and 

28 determining which of said first and sacond bids b greater. 

34. The method of daim 22 wfterein said automatically 
categorizing step includes comparing each one of said bttto to a minimum 
bid artd determining which Is greater. 



36. The ntethod of datm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes datennlnlng whether e fint one of said bids Is 
lower than a minimum bld« and If so* labeling said first bid as 
urwicoessfUI. 
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36. The method of dstm 22 vvtiarain said automaticaUv 
cstoflortsing ttfp Includes comparing a flrat time of submtuton of e flm 
bid to a second time of submluton of a second bid. 

37. The method of cWm 22 wherein aald automatically 
cate0ortztng step indudee comparing a flrat quantity of merchandise In a 
first bid to a second quantity of merchandise in a second bid. 

38. The method of daim 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes comparing a first total value of e first bid to e 
second tote! value of a second bid, wherein said first total vahie la 
comprtsad of a flrtt marchandlia quantity muttipiied by a flrat price and 
aald second total value Is comprised of a second merchant quantity 
multtplied by a second price. 

39. TTie method of dalm 22 wherein said automattcally 

categortiing step indudes: 

sorting said pluroDiy of bids according to bid vaSue; 

aatting a minimum required bid value for said Mds; 

selacting a first bid from a flrat bidder, said first bid having a 
highest bid valua of aald plurality of bids; 

comparing said first bid value to said minimum required value; 

If said vakie of saW first bid is below saW minimum required vahie, 
categorizing said first bid as unsuccessful; 

H s^ value of said first bid Is not below said minimum required 
value, comparing a quantity of Items bid for m eaid first bid to a quantity 
available: and 

If said quantity of Items bid for is not above said quantity 
available, categorizing said first bid as successful. 

40. The method of dalm 39 whaieinstfd bid value comprises B 
price bid for a single item. 

41. The method of dalm 39 wherein said Wd value comprises said 
quantity of items bM for. 
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42 Tha msthod ot otafm 39 whmtn said bW vabia comprfset laid 
quantity of Items Wtf tor mumpIM by a prioa bid for each Ham. 

43. The method of claim 39 wharain aald minlnrutm bW value to 
about zero. 

44. The method of dafm 39 further comprising. If said quantity of 
Items bid for is above said quantity available, cateoorizino said first bid 
as unsuccessful. 

46. The method of dalm 39 hjrther comprising. If said quantity of 
Items bid for Is above said quantity available, chedcing said bid for 
pennisslon to substitute a quantity not above ssld quantity 8va8d>le. 

46. The method of dalm 39 further comprising marking a first 
successful bid as a minimum winning bid. said first successful bid having 
a lowest bid value among a plurality of successful bids. 

47. The method of dalm 39 further comprising marking a first 
successful bid for a first quantity of herns as a minimum winning bid for 
•eW first quantity, said first successful bid having a lowest bid value 
among a piurathy of successful bids for at least said first qusntity of 
Items. 

48. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automattcaDy 
categorizing step includes: 

setting a minimum required bid value for said bids; 
selecting e first bid from s first bidder having a first bid value; 
comparing said first bid value to said minimum required value; 
if said first bid value Is not below ssld minimum required value, 
categorizing said first bid as successful. 

49. The method of claim 48. further comprising: 

comparing a quantity of herns bid for in said first bU to a quantity 
available and If ssld quantity bid for Is above said quantity available, 
cateoorlzlng safal first bid as unsuccessful. 
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50. The method of dalm 48, further eompristno: 
If eafd quamtty of ttema bid for le not above said quamtty 
available, cateooriztng setd first bid at euccessful. 



B1 . The method of dalm 40, further comprtoing: 
comparing a quantity of Items bid for in said first bid to a quantity 
BvaUable end it eaid quantity of items bid for is above said quantity 
avaDahIa, checking ssid bid for permission to substitute e quantity not 
above said quantity available. 

52. The method of dalm 48 further comprising resetting said 
minimum required bid, and If said first bid value is not below aaid resat 
minimum required value, categorizing said first bid as successful. 
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CordlCM lO-Cbsnncl Rkone Model 9400 
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Lilt Price: 5129.95 
Miniaum Bid: $1.00 
Bid Increasnct 92.00 
Qxuntlcy Available: 16 

Auction cloeaa on Fri Har 29. 1996 I lOO FST. 
Sales Fotaac; IKitch Auction 

The curraat high bidders are: 

BVt of Bene. HV. lue Mar 26. 3:27 pa ($23.00, 1) 
FM of Petersburg. VA. Toe Mar 26. 4:18 P» <5I9.00^) 
iNA of Corinth. TX. Toe Mar 26. 3:0 (917.00. J: "JOH THE WIFE 
3mm of Grand Prairie, TX. Tue Mar 26. 4:24 pm ($17.00. 1) 
]bd of Ca^ridge. HA. lue Mar 26. 2:43 ($15.00. 1) 
JbC of St Laurent. PQ. Tue Mar 26. 2:52 pm ($15.00. 1) 

gJT of Scranton. PA. Tue Mar 26. 2:59 po ($15.00, 1) 
CC of Evansville, IB. Tu« Mar 26. 3:01 pm ($15.00. 
DP of Columbia, SC. Tue Mar 26, 3:12 in ($15.00, 2) 
]lR of Gainesville, FL, Tue Mar 26, 3:40 l» <515.00. 
JrR of Washington, SC. Tue Mar 26. 3:15 P» (^j^-OJ; " 
Jfw of University Park. FA. Tue Har 26, 4:29 ($9.00, 
JdB of Evansvllle. IH, Tue Mar 26. 2:45 pm ($5.00. I) 
DSK of Goshen. KT. Tue Mar 26, 2:59 pa ($5.00. 2 out of 16) 
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Item 11918. 

Ibis Factory BacoHUtioned Cordleas Fhooa Modal 5400 rectures: 



B Clarity Plus, circuitry for virtually static-free reception 
10-Channel selection 
9-lhafber aenory 
Lighted Dial 

Handset holds charge for up to 7 dsys 
Available in Two-tone Cray 
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CoTdlesa lO-Owimel Rwiie ttodel S400 

HOTXCE: Tc ia a violation of law to malta bida ia a faLae nana or vith 
an invalid cradle card, even if tba sofcvare initially accapts auch a 
bid. Plaaae be aware that even if you do not give ua your real nans* 
your web brovaar Cranamits a unique internet addreaa to us, which can 
be uaed by lav enforceaant officiala cn idenci/y you. 

Mininn Bid: $1.00 
Bid incresent: $2.00 

Bid (price not to exceed): 
Quantity: 

The quantity you requeat nay ooc always be available. Click here if you 
are not will log to accapc « reduced quantity. O 

Applicable aales tax, if any, will be added to your order. 

If you enter your OSSALE account nuaber, you only need to enter your 
first name (for aecuricy) in the Shipping Addreaa area below. 

Account Vuatber: (Optional) 
Shipping Addreaa: 
Fir at Rase: 
Laat HaM: 
Street 1 : 
Street2: 
City: 

Scate/Provinee: 
Zip (;ode: 
Country: 
Esail Addreaa: 
DaytisM Phone: 
Right tine Phone: 

FAX: 

Tfour credit card nunber ia required to quarantee your bid. Your card will 
not be charged unleaa your bid ia succeaaful. Only Viae and MaaterCard 
carda are accepted. 

Credit Card f : 
Espiration Dace: Honth (e.g. *'07"} Year 

(Optional) Credit card billing address if different froa ahipping 
addreaa; 

Mtae aa on Card: 
Street I : 
Street2: 
City: 

St ate /Province: 
Zip Code: 
C^ntry: 

(Optional ) Tou can enter a cosBant for diaplay on acrcen with your bid. 
CoaoMntt 

Click here if you do not vut OUSALE to keep you informed of current blah 

. j-j _ 
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